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; Imposed by the Maharashtra'g'ovemment AII
~ India

| Plastic Manufacturers Association
~ (AIPMA), the organization representing
“plastic manufacturers, has warned with
mass protest if the ban was not lifted as it
hgs. started takmg a toll on the people
- involved in the plastic business and also
~ leading to gross unemployment and
‘bankruptey. Amid the chaos, loss of life of a

o

holder has been reported.
has been leading this fight
ban fears that such untoward
ay follow if the Ban is not
time. After numerous requests to
s ban, AIPMA has finally opted to
d against the Ban. If the -
Government maintains its stand, the
industry will be left with no other a!ternative
~ but to resort to mass protest said Hlten
~ Bheda - President- All India Plastics'
~ Manufacturers' Association (AIPMA).
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*THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI
TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2018 -

TIMES CITY

~ Plastic ban:

~ Court puts

~state govt
on notice

Shibu.Thomas@timesgroup.com

i Mumbai: There was no reprie-
i veovertheplasticbanfornowas
i the Bombay high court on Mon-
i day directed the state to repond
i within one week to petitions
: challenging the prohibition b

i plastic manufacturers. A divi-
i sion bench of Justice Abhay
i Oka and Justice Riyaz Chagla
. scheduled the petitions for hea-
i ringon Aprilil.

i The state on March 23 had is-
. sued the Maharashtra Plastic
¢ and Thermocol Products (Ma-

| nufacture, Usage, Sale, Trans- .

i port, Handling and Storage) no-
i tification that banned the manu-
i facture, use, storage, distribu-
i tion, sale, import and
i transportation of all kinds of
i plastic items. The ban covers a
: wide range of articles made of
i plastic and thermocol, inclu-
i ding, bags, dishes, cups, glasses,
i bowls, forks, spoon, straw; conta-
i iners, small PET bottles and de-
: coration items, The petitions in-
i cluding one filed by the Maha-
i - rashtra Plastic Manufacturing
i Association (MPMA) was men-
i tioned before the HC for urgent
¢ hearing. They have claimed that
i the ban would affect over 8,000
i Industries and leave around 20
i lakh people unemployed.

“The notification is a pure
i executive act,” said senior advo-
i cate Janak Dwarakadas, coun-
: sel for the plastic manufactu-
i rers. "Today there is a complete
i ban on plastic without there be-
i inganenactmentof anyrulesor
i legislation,” the advocate said.
¢ Senijor advocate Milind Sathe,
i claimed that the notification
¢ was brought into force in viola-
: tion of assurances given to the
i court in a petition filed by the
: plasticmanufacturers in Janua-
i ry 2018. The manufacturers had
: thenmoved the HC over the pro-
i posedban. Theadvocate pointed
i out that the state in an affidavit
i inMarch 2018, had told the court
: that its plastic ban policy was
: notfinal and it would take anot-
i hermonth to bring ina law. The
: state had further said that it wo-
i uldinvitesuggestionsand objec-
i tions from the public. However,
i despite the assurance the notifi-
i cation banning plastic and ther-
¢+ mocol wasissued on March 23.
Government pleader Abhi-
i nandan Vagyanisaid thatthego-
¢ vernment was justified in bring-

inginapolicy to ban plastic,

i
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