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Plastic makers to move court against ban

HT Correspondent
« htmatro®hindsutantimes.com

MUMBAI: After opposing the Maha-
rashtragovernment’sbanonsev-
eral plastic items, the All India
Plastic Manufacturers Associa-
tion (AIPMA) is preparing to
challenge the ban in the court of
law. AIPMA has termed the ban
as impractical and unrealistic,
and claimed thatitisnotthesolu-
tion to the problem of pollution.
While imposing the ban on
plasticand thermocolitems, the
state government for the first
time also banned their manufac-
ture, whichaccordingtotheasso-
ciation will impact the plastic

industry drastically.

AIPMA has demanded a
detailed environment impact
assessment(EIA) study toascer-
tain the impact of plastic and
other alternatives on the envi-
ronment. The study will clarify
therealenvironmentalimpactof
plasticas wellasthose materials
suggested asalternativestoplas-
tic, said Hiten Bheda, president
AIPMA,

Itwill give a scientific basisto
the argument that plastic does
notharm theenvironment when
handled responsibly, and serves
-as the best alternative to paper,
glass, cloth and even metal,
Bhedaadded.

“We have been trying to per-
suade the government that the
ban is not the only solution to
environmentalissues. The basic
issueislitteringandcollection of
plasticitems, which can besorted
out through a joint effort by all
stakeholders. We will now wait
forafew daysinthehopethatthe
government will make changes
inthenotification, failing which
we willbe left withno choice but
to challenge the ban in court,”
Bhedasaid.

Jayesh Rambhia, ex-president
AIPMA saidlitteringis the main
problem in the environment,
which cannotbe overcome with-
out the support of the govern-

ment. “You cannot punish the
entire industry for the fault of a
few people who were manufac-
turing banned plasticbags of less
than50 microns,” Rambhia said.

According to the knowledge .
paperreleased by the Federation
ofIndian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI), the plastic
sector in Maharashtra is a vital
sector for economic and indus-
trial development asitacecounts
foraround 35% of the state GDP.
The annual turnover of plastic
products is Rs50,000 crore. The
ban wouldresultin the shutting
down of 2,150 units leading to a
revenue loss of around Rs8,400
crore, AIPMA said.
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Plastic manufacturers
call for rethink on ban

Plastics industry will lose Rs 5,000

crore, 4 lakh will lose jobs: AIPMA

4

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MARCH 28

DAYS AFTER the state govern-
mentenforced abanon the man-
ufacture, sale and use of plastic
products in Maharashtra, the All
India Plastics Manufacturers’
Association (AIPMA) raised
strong opposition toit. They said
itadversely impacted their busi-
ness and also the state's economy
as the ban would affect other in-
dustries too.

“The government needs to
rethink this ban as it will not
only impact our business, but
also of those affiliated industries

‘that are dependent on the use
of plastic,” said Hiten Bheda,
AIPMA president.

According to the AIPMA, the
plastic ban will result in a loss of
Rs 5,000 crore to the plastics in-
dustry. It also said at least four
lakh people would lose theirem-
ployment, with 2,150 plastic in-
dustrial units shutting down in
the state. This will meanaloss of

_ Rs 800 crore to the government

in the form of GSTrevenue.

“Around five million tonnes
of plasticis produced in the state
every year, catering toaround 35
per cent of the state's GDP. The
ban will also paralyse other in-
dustries like agro, retail, hotels
and restaurants, dairy,and soon,
astheyare heavily dependenton
the use of plastic for their busi-
ness,” Bheda said.

Stressing thatall plasticisre-
cyclable, Akhilesh Bhargava,
chairman, environment and re-
cyclingcommittee, AIPMA, said,
“The government needs to con-
ductan environmentimpactas-
sessment to evaluate the impact
of plastic compared to the other |
alternatives. The ban has been
implemented arbitrarily, with-

outany study.” / ,«

The AIPMA intends to per-
suade the government to with-
draw the ban, failing which they
propose to take the legal route.
“Wehope to convince the govern-
ment soon. The court will be our
final resort," Bhargava said.

/ The association stressed that
plastic itself was not a problem,
butlittering was the realissue that
needed to be addressed,
~RaviJashnani, presidentofthe
Maharashtra . Plastic
Manufacturers Association, said
‘monetising plastic waste was the
only solution for dealing with it.
“We need to address the plastic
wasteissue byimplementing the
Plastic Waste Management Rules,
2016. As an association, we are
willing to buy back all the plastic
and recycleit. We have already set
upa plantin Pune. We only want
the government to provide us
land for recycling, as transporta-
tion of the waste will involve addi-

| tional costs,” he said.
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‘Mumbai

| The Maharashtra government has gone
¢ ahead with plastic ban (of some items) leav-
ing the plastic industry in a fix. Now, the plas-
| tic industry is urging the government to
come up with an alternative rather than im-
posing a ban as many players in the plastic in-
dustry are micro, small and medium enter-
- prises, who have borrowed from banks,
The All Indian Plastics Manufacturers’ Asso-
~ ciation (ATPMA) claimed that post the ban
about 2,150 industrial units will have to shut
* shops. The association stated this means busi-
nesses will fail and there will be increase in de-
fault cases in loan payments. According to the
data of Plastic Bag Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion of India’ (PBMAI), it is estimated that a to-
tal of Rs 3,800 crore is invested in plant and ma-
chinery in Maharashtra. Further, the borrow-

ings from banks, receivables and outstanding

in the market exceed Rs 11,000 crores as of to-
day, stated Neemit Punamiya, General Secre-
tary of PBMAL A report states that livelihood
of around 80,000 people will be impacted.

Adding to it, past president of the ATPMA
said that plastic manufacturers are small
players and are notlarge lobbies. “So, the gov-
ernment without consulting the stakeholders
decided to ban plastic bags, pet bottles and
other disposable plastic items in the state.”
Overall plastic industry caters to 35 per cent
of Maharashtra’s GDE

For many years, various authorities have
been pointing finger at plastic as the reason
for floods in Mumbai city. Defying this claim,
past president of AIPMA, Jayesh K Rambhia,
this statement made by various government
authorities are baseless. “There was no report
or study done on this then. Plastic was not the
reason but debris coming from construction
was the reason for the Mumbai floods.”

While ATPMA is asking to lift the ban, PB-
MAI has sought a seven-year moratorium pe-
riod to get back what they have invested, be-
fore they exit the industry Punamiya re-

994 arl} Aot zattiohang

chokes state’s MSMEs

The plastic industry is urging the govemment to
come up with an altemative rather than imposing a
ban as playeninﬂleplaslicindustrym "
| micro, smallandrmdium
borrowed from banks, The IndianPIastks

Manufacturers’ Association stated that businesses.
will fail and there will be increase in default cases in
paymnts.AmdengtoﬁedalaofPlaschad
Manufacturers’ Association of India’ (PBMAU), it is *
estimated that a total of Rs 3,800 crore is invested'
InplamandmadilnerymMahalaslm Further, the
from banks, receivablesand
oulshndingintlwmallﬁetexceednsﬂmomm
as of today, stated Neemit Punamiya, General

Secretary of PBMA. A report states that livelihood
of around 80,000 people will be impacted, -

vealed post the introduction of charges on
plastic bags anyway the demand had dropped
but now the ban is the last nail. “For the past
few years, due to demonetisation and GST, the
industry was already struggling.”

ATPMA suggested the government to set-u
recycle units in every ward. So, that the plae%
tic industry can use recycled plastic, stated
Maharashtra Plastic Manufacturers Associa-
tion, president, Ravi Jashnani. But he stated
that government has not considered this op-
tion as this would mean land allotment by lo- -
cal bodies. There is an NGO in Pune that is

~ segregating plastic to recycle it and it has
worked, revealed Jashnani.
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Maharashtra may lose f800 cr from plastlcs ban

OUR BUREAU

Mumbal, March 28

The plastics ban in Maha-
rashtra is expected tolead toa

GST loss of ¥800 crore, ac-

cording to the All India
Plastics Manufacturers’ -Asso-
ciation (AIPMA). The Associ-
ation has been opposing the
ban.

With Maharashtra produ-
cing plastic products worth
50,000 crore, the ban will
mostly affect SME players.

Addressing a press confer-

ence, Hiten Bheda,
AIPMA said, “The MSME and
SME segment are have already

been impacted by GST and de-

monetisation and now the
ban is expected to cripple
their business further. About
2,150 units industrial units
may be.closed down due to
the ban. The banned products
alone would be about %5,000
crore.”

In Maharashtra, plastics
contribute about 35 per cent
to the State’s GDP.

ident"'_. '

“About 60 per cent of the
plastics can be recycled, of

- which 95 per cent corﬂprises.

PET bottles. We expect the GST |
revenue from the sales of dis-
posable plastic items which
are subject to the ban would
amount to ¥800 crore,” he ad-
ded. In fact, Maharashtra is
the only State where there is
ban on PET bottles below 500
ml.

The AIPMA claimed the in-
dustry employed about 4 lakh
people in the State.
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Plastic ban: panel to hold talks

‘with stakeholders in 3 months

| STAFF REPORTER

i MUMBAI

i Aweek after announcing the
i plastic ban, the State govern-
| ment seems to have realised
i the difficulties in the imple-
i mentation. Chief Minister
i Devendra Fadnavis on Wed-
i nesday said a three-member
i Cabinet sub-committee will
: hold consultations with sta-
- keholders in the next three
i months.

“We are aware of the de-

i mands from the industry in-
: voived in manufacturing
i plastic tools,” Mr. Fadnavis
: said on the last day of the

i budget

session of the

 legislature,

The notification of the ban

says violators will be fined
: 35,000 and 10,000 for first
: and second-time offence. A

. third-time offender will be

i fined ¥25,000 and can face
: imprisonment up to three
: months. The State has given

: one month to consumers,
mgbeMeen senior offic-

: shopkeepers, traders, and
i manufacturers to dispose of

¢ for three months.

Leader of Opposition Rad-

hakrishna Vikhe-Patil said

e T T ——

has to be proper planning,
and options should be made
available. There are com-
plaints about no talks being
held with plastic manufac-

i turers, who offer thousands
i ofjobs.”

Opposition members de-

© manded that a sixmonth pe-

Hazardous: The State has given one month to shopkeepers
and manufacturers to dispose of plastic items. =FiLE PHOTO

BMC for paper bags

STAFF REPORTER

i MUMBAI

i The Bnhanmur_nbal Muni-
: cipal Corporation on

- Wednesday created an ac-
tion plan to implement
the plastic ban. At a meet-

i © ers and Municipal Com-
i the banned items. Following
i the CM’s announcement, no
i action will be taken at least

i missioner Ajoy Mehta, it
i was decided to promote
the use of cloth and paper
bags by enlisting women

self- help groups and facﬂ-

‘No party stands opposed to .
_the plastic ban. “But there

riod be given for the prepa-
ration of the ban. “We will
first give three months for
the sub-committee and if
need arises, the period can

‘be extended for three more

months,” said Mr. Fadnavis.
Meanwhile, the All India

Plastics Manufactures’ Asso-

ciation (ATPMA) on Wednes-

itating sale of these

~ bags at shops in munici-
pal markets. Collection
bins for plastic items
will be put up in promi-
nent public places.

‘Deputy  Municipal

Commissioner  Nidhi
Choudhari will select
staff to implement the
ban. “Our focus in the :
first month is on aware- |

. ness, and collection of

waste,” she said.

day opposed the ban; saying
it is the consumer and not
plastic, who is to blame.
Hiten Bheda, president,
AIPMA, said, “Plastic has al-
ways served us. The govern-
ment needs to rethink its de-
cision. All environmental
issues will be resolved if con-
sumers stop littering.” >

——
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Government's

Plastic Ban will devour the
plastics industry: AIPMA

By Dominic Rebello -

€( lastic: is a miraculous
Pmaterial, it is one of the
most fantastic material

man has created. The problem is not

‘of plastic. The problem is of human

irresponsibility and that is what we
need to fix, said Sadguru when asked
about the problem of plastic all
around us. ;
The All India  Plastics
Manufacturers Association (AIPMA)
has opposed the . Maharashtra
Government's notification for ban
on various types of plastics. Terming
the ‘Maharashtra Plastic and
Thermocol Products Notification,
2018’ as “impractical, unrealistic
and not a solution to the underlying

issue of Pollution,” the ATPMA stated-

that the ban has drastically affected
the ~the Rs 50,000-crore Plastic
Industry - and it may take legal
actions if the issue is not resolved.

Describing the plastic sector in
Maharashtra as ‘vital’ for economic
and industrial development in the
state, Hiten Bheda, President,
«AIPMA, said the plastic industry
caters to about 30% of India’s GDP
and around 35% of Maharashtra’s

GDP. The total volume of plastic

products is around Rs 50,000 crores,
while the ban-related products
amount to Rs 5,000 crores, he said.

"~ “The overall employment
through the plastics industry is

over four lakh jobs, while the over-
all plastic industrial units being
closed down -- due to this ban in
Maharashtra — are 2,150 units. The
estimated GST revenue from the

plastics sector through sale in

Maharashtra s Rs 8,400 crores,
while GST revenue from sale of dis-
posable plastic items --covered by
the ban - is Rs 800 crores,” Bheda
stated,' adding “The plastics indus-
try is becoming increasingly
important for facilitating sound

infrastructure in a very sustainable

manner and this sector has a huge,
unrealized potential, which will
remain unexplored due to such
bans being imposed.”

“As of now, we are not aware
about who is making these illegal
plastic bags. However, this ban in
Maharashtra has drastically affect-
ed manufacturers, traders, distrib-
utors, retailers and stakeholders of
the plastics industry and also

resulted in large-scale unemploy-

ment. This ban will devour the
plastics industry and affect the
state’s economy as well due to affil-
iated industries like beverages,
medical, fast food, retail chains,
wholesalers, garment, packaging,
dairy industry all shutting down

due to no viable alternatives in

place of plastic packaging,” he said.

“There is a comprehensive
Central regulation issued by MOE-
FCC called  ‘Plastics Waste

Management Rules’ that effectively
address the issue of plastic waste.
Hence multiple regulations'around
the same challenge may send
potentially-conflicting messages
and — more importantly-— hamper
ease of doing business.”

Recently, during the inaugura-
tion of CAPINDIA 2018, Union
Minister for Commerce & Industry
Suresh Prabhu said, plastic has
tremendous scope for growth. The
industry should look at environ-
ment-friendly, biodegradable plas-
tic as an option. If it is not plastic
then timber will have to be used
which will lead to deforestation.

Bheda said the GST collection
from this sector in Maharashtra is

-around Rs 8,400 crore and the share
‘of disposable plastic items, which

are to be subjected to the ban, is Rs
800 crore. "This decision will
devour the plastic industry and also
affect the state's economy. The ban
will also adversely impact the sec-
tors dependent on the plastic
industry like the food and beverage,
medical, retail, garment, packaging,
dairy, among others," said Bheda.
According to the association, this
ban has affected manufacturers,
traders, distributors, retailers and
other stakeholders of the plastic
industry and will result in unem-
ployment on a large scale as the
industry employs more than 4 lakh
people at present., . . . |





